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Politogenesis vs State Formation Process
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Definitions

Th

that were non-states with respect to
their structure of political administration or
other feartures, but that were comparable

with the state In  many significant
parameters:
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The main ideas




Two main models of the state formation process

primitive
states

small pre-state
polities

‘VERTICAL
MODEL

early state
Bl S

small _re—state
polities

‘HORIZONTAL
MODEL
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IS a process of separation of the political
dimension/sphere within a society and the
formation of political subsystem as a
relatively autonomous subsystem, a process
of emergence of special power forms of
social organization, which is connected with
the concentration of power and (both external
and internal) political activities and their
monopolization by certain groups and strata.
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can only develop within a society with a certain level of
overall sociocultural and political complexity, within a
soclety that has a sufficient volume of surplus and
population. However, even within such social systems
the state did not appear In many cases, It only emerged
In particular, quite special circumstances.

(the other complex societies) having reached this level
of complexity did not form states, but developed along
their own alternative trajectories.



Classification of states and their analogues
according to their sizes




Classification of states and their analogues
according to their size

the smallest early state
small early state
medium-size early state

medium-large early state
large early state




Stateless polity may transform into a state
from the following levels:




The state formation usually requires the emergence of
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- conguests or military amalgamations;

- a pronounced incongruence of old administration methods;
- civil confrontation;

- artificial concentration of population, or its sharp growth;

- weakening or discredit of power in conditions of
emergence of complex problems;

- emergence of an especially outstanding leader;

- some Important technological or social innovation etc.



The point that the state i1s born In special
circumstances Is relevant not only for primary, but
also for almostsallsseconcary/ancstertianrys States,
because for any concrete people this moment represents
a serious evolutionary turning point.

This i1dea also provides an additional explanation for
the mechanism of the ‘horizontal’ model of state
formation that i1s of the state formation on the basis of
state analogues.

If we have a clear analogue of an early state, then the
transformation of an analogue Into a state can occur
through internal changes, reforms, development of old
political institutions and emergence of new ones etc.



T'he competition of alternative political forms

The widest possibilities for the competition of
alternative political forms are found within the interval
of a polity's population between: a few thousands and
a Tev cloZenthousancs:

Beyond the limit of 100,000 the possibilities of
competition of such forms begin to decrease sharply
(and its place is taken by the evolutionary competition

between various forms of the early state).

The point is that in early state analogues the population
growth over a certain limit may lead to its transformation into a
larger and more complex analogue, but beyond a certain limit it
leads either to this polity's degeneration (primitivization,
disintegration), or its transformation into a state.
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1. The possibilities of their existence depend directly on the
presence of large sedentary civilized neighbours and the early
state analogues' ability to compete with them in military terms.

2. Size, might, and complexity level with respect to the
realization of external political functions of the nomadic
agglomerations (‘empires’) correlated rather tightly with size,
might, and political culture of those states, with which the
nomads regularly interacted.

3. Early state analogues get significant advantages in marginal
ecological conditions and with less perspective evolutionary
economic forms (in particular, with extensive animal
husbandry that implies a nomadic way of life). The
sedentarization can change rather rapidly many forms of
societal administration.



Conclusion
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